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EDITORIAL
 What is it about our local Mount Lofty Ranges that draws us to them? They are evocative, and they do call to us, but what draws us to them? For me, the call is both their ever present history and their mystery. What else do they offer us today? Is it “A promise of peace and beauty and recreation at a conveniently short distance from the noise and hurry of the city.”? 
 Was it always so? In the 1840’s, our local hills were known as the Tiers, “and their forbidding nature discouraged the prospect of easy communication between Adelaide and the Mount Barker district.” 
 Not only that, but of these inhabitants of the earliest days of European settlement, legends abounded. They were cattle thieves, highwaymen and bushrangers, as well as legitimate sawyers and splitters. The stringybark forests provided the timber they sought and conveniently hid the evidence of their criminal activities.
 As Governor Gawler described them, they were “a body of lawless vagrants, principally runaway sailors and escaped convicts from the other Colonies…”. 
 Colonel Light, in describing the hills, stated that “Mount Lofty bears nearly east, and the whole of this side of the range is intersected with gullies, ravines and water-courses, of the deepest kind, bearing evident marks of being acted upon by powerful torrents. All the hilly country along the coast has similar character. 
 Arthur Hardy, one owner of Birksgate, stated that “The country is so tremendously hilly when near Mount Lofty but very picturesque, precipitous ravines hundreds of feet deep with trees in the ledges. “

DISCLAIMER

Views and opinions expressed in articles in the Newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the Mitcham Historical Society Inc. While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of articles printed, responsibility is not accepted for any errors they may contain that are out of the Society’s control.

THE PRIVACY ACT

A member’s personal information collected by the Society, for example name, address and telephone number, will only be used for forwarding of the Newsletter and relevant information concerning the Society. The information will not be shared, sold or given to any third party without the member’s consent. Any e-mails will be treated as above. However, any information sent by e-mail will be at the sender’s risk and the Society will not be held responsible for any unintended use or disclosure of this.
An Introduction to some of “The Tiersmen” 

In a sitting of Adelaide’s Supreme Court, on the 10th of March 1845, his Honour the Judge addressed the Grand Jury in this way: Gentlemen of the Gravid Jury-I am sorry to inform you that the number of prisoners for trial is rather greater than has lately been usual at a criminal session, and that amongst them are persons charged with crimes which throw a dark shade on the moral character of the province. The first of them on the calendar is the case of Henry Palmer charged with unlawfully and maliciously setting fire to the dwelling house of Joseph Lyne, in a place called the Tiers. 
 Here, we are introduced to some of those people who came to be known as “The Tiersmen”. Between Glen Osmond and the Stirling-Crafers area of today, the Mount Lofty Ranges rise in steps, and it is these steps that were to become known as “The Tiers”.
CHAIRPERSON’S ANNUAL REPORT 2011/12:  JULIE HOGAN
Dear members, 2012 is well underway and soon we will be planning our 2013 programme. Our events undertaken since my last Chairperson’s Report for the 2010/11 year are as follows:

September 2011:  AGM.  Committee Members elected were Julie Hogan (Chairperson), Rick Irving (Vice-Chairperson & Editor), Brian Angus (Treasurer), Cheryl  Schneider (Secretary), Rowena Atkinson, Trish Cosh, Christine Edwards, Margaret White and John Wood.  Our Guest Speaker was Richard Heathcote, Director of Carrick Hill.

October 2011: Historical tour of Port Willunga, Willunga and Aldinga, organised by Rick Irving and Trish Cosh.

December 2011:  Christmas break up celebrations at the Edinburgh Hotel.

March 2012:  Twilight Walking Tour of Mitcham Village, hosted by Glen Woodward.

April 2012:  Mines, Wines and Market Bus Trip, travelling through Battunga Country, organised by John Wood.

May 2012:  About Time History Festival with two events. First was a tour of historical Strathspey at Mercedes College which was the first open house for the 1899 historical building. Secondly we had the Allison’s Apothecary openings organised by Trish Cosh.  

June 2012:  Trish Cosh and I attended the 11th Eastern Regional Historical Seminar.  This event was hosted by the Campbelltown Historical Society with their theme “Charles Campbell’s Backyard – what would he think now?” We heard about the history of Campbelltown and visited Lochiel Park, the new environmentally friendly housing estate.  The 2014 seminar will be hosted by the Tea Tree Gully Historical Society.  Also in June we had a presentation talk by Hugh Magarey from the Coromandel Valley & Districts National Trust Branch.

July 2012:  A small group of us enjoyed a tour of the State Library to learn about our State’s “Crimes of the Colony”.

We have been part of the acknowledgement of Saint Mary Mackillop by way of our donation for funds to the Sisters of St Joseph for their memorial wall at the site of her convent in Mitcham.  The society has also been active in trying to prevent a dam being erected in the historic Brownhill Creek Recreational Park.  This proposal appeared to be going ahead without adequate consultation and regard to the heritage, cultural and environmental impact to the park.  We have provided funds to the No Dam in Brownhill Creek Action Group and in support we have submitted several correspondence to relative parties and organisations involved.  Tragically during the year we have had the passing of Maggy Ragless, the Research Officer and integral part of the Mitcham Heritage Research Centre.  Maggy spent many years devoted to the history cause and will be sadly missed.  In 2012 the Benefactor Memberships came to an end.  We sincerely thank all those people who showed their support for us in the initial set up period which has contributed to the growth and continual existence of the Mitcham Historical Society Incorporated.  Currently we have in excess of $12,000.00 in funds which is a remarkable achievement for our relatively small group.  Our Society benefits from the ongoing commitment of our committee members and I thank them all for their help throughout the year.  Our newsletter would not exist without the continued hard work put in by our Editor, Richard Irving.  He manages to single handily produce this interesting newsletter each quarter of which I, and I am sure other members, look forward to reading.  We also acknowledge our Patron, Tim Oughton and Scotch College for all their assistance and support.  I wish all members good health and success in their endeavours.
Cutting Timber in The Tiers   
It cannot be too generally known that parties cutting timber in the Tiers without a licence are liable to fine, and, in the event of a default of payment, to imprisonment. Two unfortunate persons, pleading ignorance of the law in this respect, are now incarcerated for this offence, from their inability to pay the fine, although, as far us we have heard, the fine is not more than twenty or thirty shillings. This, in our opinion, is pushing matters to the extreme, and especially for the first offence, and when the law of the case is as yet but so little understood. 
 
FRIENDLY REMINDER FOR MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

Just a reminder that current 2011/12 memberships will now be up for annual renewal from June 30th.  These can be paid either by cheque, bank deposit or internet.

Membership Types:
            Individual $25                                          Family $35 

   Pension Concession/Society $15                    Corporate $100
 SEPTEMBER ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

ELECTION OF COMMITTEE POSITIONS

I, ____________________________________________   (Name of Nominator)                                           

Hereby nominate the following person below (the Nominee)

First Name:  _________________________

Surname:     ________________________________________   

For the following position: (Please circle)        COMMITTEE MEMBER

CHAIRPERSON       VICE-CHAIRPERSON      SECRETARY      TREASURER

__________________________________           __________________

ACCEPTANCE & SIGNATURE OF NOMINEE:                             DATE:  

************  SEEING STARS?  ************

Do you have stars ****************  on your Newsletter address label? If you do then you have not renewed your membership and we will not be able to send you any more newsletters. Please forward your membership fees to us ASAP, as support for our Society is greatly appreciated. (We thank all of you who have renewed in the meantime.)

For your convenience, these can also be paid by direct deposit:

BSB:  105-084    Account No. 045933840
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INVITES YOU TO

CHRISTMAS
DRINKS

AT THE
‘ED’

4pm Tuesday 11th December 2012

The committee invites you to join them for a
Christmas drink and nibbles in the beer garden
of the Edinburgh Hotel.

(Food compliments of MHS Inc)

Please advise attendance by phoning
BRIAN ANGUS ph 6299 9003
1

v mitchamhistoricalsogiety.org.au




Are you interested in Mitcham’s History?

We believe that there is so much in Mitcham that is worth preserving
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Help us to preserve our history.
We believe there is so much History to tell about Mitcham.

The Mitcham Historical Society NEEDS you!

Be part of a committed group keeping watch on
Mitcham’s heritage, and participating in enjoyable
talks, walks, tours and other events.
What do we have that is worth preserving ?
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            Randell Park – dry stone walls             Munday’s Quarry 
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                         Anderson’s Quarry               Sleeps Hill Quarry trackway
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                 Allison’s Apothecary                    Mitcham Railway Station 
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Stone Circle, Brownhill Creek
What else of Historical value could interest you around Mitcham ?
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    St. Michael’s Church                           Brownhill Creek
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                                     Mitcham Hotel
What do you get by joining?

 Quarterly Newsletter

 Historical Bus Trips

 Interesting meetings

 Meet like-minded people

 Make friends

 Chance to learn about Mitcham’s past
 Chance to learn about Mitcham’s heritage
CONTACT: Julie Hogan, 8338 3238; John Wood, 8373 3374

Richard Irving, 8272 9707  or  Trish Cosh  0418 829 034

PLEASE DO JOIN OUR MITCHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Howling like banshees from the surrounding hilltops

In the mid-1800s, a family of cattle duffers moved into town. As the story goes, they got their land by howling like banshees from the surrounding hilltops, thereby scaring off the superstitious Scottish and Irish owners. They then set about rustling cattle from neighbouring farms, which in turn necessitated the murder of a young farmhand who knew too much. The locals say the lad’s ghost turned up in 1970, when the faint outline of a boys face appeared on a photo of the Mount Barker Springs church wall. 

A Haunted House at Mitcham
A house erected some thirty years or more had of late acquired the reputation of being haunted. Noises had been heard which over and over again frightened away nervous tenants, until at length no one would rent the place on any terms. This fact became known to the members of a spiritualistic circle in Adelaide, who resolved upon an investigation. They met late in the afternoon of a certain Saturday to the number of more than half a dozen, husbands and wives being present, and took possession of a room in the house, in which the noises had been most frequently heard. 

 The Town that Never Was

The ruins of Simmonston are located about 32  kms South West of Hawker, and 32 kms North of Quorn. The town that was to be built was surveyed in 1872, on one of 6 major routes proposed for the railway that would go north from Quorn. The South Australian Advertiser for Friday 16 April 1880, states on page 7, that “Portions of Crown Lands in the Hundred of Kanyaka hare been reserved as a site for the new town of Simmonston.” A future hotel was licensed in 1881.
Calendar for September - December

SEPTEMBER  

AGM

Time:  Tuesday September 25th at 7.30pm

Drawing Room, Scotch College

Contact:  Committee Members

OCTOBER

Mt Lofty/Bridgewater Adelaide Hills Bus Trip

Date to be advised

Bus departs from Mitcham Council Car Park

Cost to be advised

Brownhill Creek – Ellison’s Gully Walk

Saturday October 6th, at 1:00 pm

Meet at the Manure Pits, Brownhill Creek Road 

Registration is necessary.

Please contact Rick Irving, irvineth@ozemail.com.au
or 82729707 or in person

PLEASE NOTE – conducted by Rick Irving with the help of the  

Mitcham Historical Society’s.

NOVEMBER (Wednesday 14th)

Royal Agricultural & Horticultural Society Archives Museum Tour

Peruse through our State’s history with photographs, artefacts & Minute Books from 1856

Time:  10.30am

Meet at the Adelaide Royal Showgrounds (Leader Street Entrance)

Contact:  Julie Hogan: 8338 3238 or 0430 472 262

DECEMBER (Tuesday 11th)

Christmas Breakup Function at Edinburgh Hotel

Time: 4pm

Contact:  Brian Angus:  8299 9003

A Mystery from Noarlunga

In November 1912, there occurred one of the most bizarre mysteries ever to confuse the combined police forces of three countries. Mounted Constable S. Jones of the Morphett Vale Police Station sent the following communication to his superiors in Adelaide:

At 2.30 p.m. on 10th Instant, Levi Harold Sparrow of Morphett Vale reported that Joseph Richard Fox of Morphett Vale, butcher, had found a man dead, with his throat cut, on the bank of the Onkaparinga River near Sea View that day at 12.30 p.m. 
I proceeded to the vicinity reported, and found the body of a man of the following description — from 27 to 30 years of age, 5 feet 9 inches high, clean shaven, dark brown hair, fair complexion, blue eyes, sharp nose and features, was wearing blue serge coat and trousers, brown striped tweed vest, soft white shirt, grey woolen (sic) undershirt, grey tweed cap, lace up boots and black socks, he was lying on his right side, there was a wound in his throat about four inches in width, and one and a half inches in depth. I examined his clothes and in the right hand coat pocket found an empty razor case, a white handkerchief soaked with blood, there was nothing to identify him, except in one of his vest pockets was part of a Cigarette Packet, written on it with lead pencil J. Thomston' 68 Ponsby Road, New Zealand., also on the neck band of his shirt the letters WT were printed thereon. I examined the place carefully where the body was found on the 10th Inst., also on the 11th Inst., but could not find any instrument by which he committed the deed, nor could I detect any signs of a struggle, or foul play having taken place.

Deceased was a perfect stranger in the district, the body was removed to the Police Station, Morphett Vale, and seen by several persons but no one could identify it.

Dr. Clive Newland performed a post-mortem and the Coroner, D.S. Forsyth, handed down his ruling: 'Seeing the circumstances of the Case, I am of the opinion it was one of suicide, and deem an inquest unnecessary. D.S. Forsyth, J. P. Coroner.'
Extensive enquiries by the police failed to reveal the identity of the deceased and a death certificate made out in the name of 'Unidentified Man' was issued by the Registrar. Enquiries continued throughout the Australian States and New Zealand. As a result, the Police came up with not one, but two, names for their mystery man. The names were disturbingly similar — Charles Hubbart Tompson, and Charles Herbert Thompson.
Initially, police believed the two names belonged to just one man and confusion over spellings had created the illusion of a second. However, patient, methodical work by the police uncovered the fact that Charles Hubbart Tompson and Charles Herbert Thompson were, indeed, two distinct and separate identities. Eerily, it was also discovered that the two men had more in common than just the unlikely similarity of their names. Both had arrived in Australia from England in the same year. Both had jobs that required a great deal of moving about the country — one was a commercial traveller, the other an insurance salesman. Both went to New Zealand at about the same time. Both were married. One had sent his wife back to England, the other had left his wife in New Zealand. Both returned to Australia in the same year. And both had now apparently disappeared.

Photographs of the deceased were sent to each of the wives, one in England, the other in New Zealand. Each of the women identified the body as being that of her husband! The police scratched their heads and continued with their inquiries. Perhaps the deceased had been a bigamist? In October 1913, Charles Hubbart Tompson was found alive and well and living in Brisbane. Shortly thereafter, Charles Herbert Thompson was found to be living in Adelaide! So who was the dead man found on the banks of the Onkaparinga? To this day, the question has remained unanswered.
[Towler, David J.  A Fortunate Locality  City of Noarlunga 1986 pages 141 – 143. Excerpt quoted Courtesy of the City of Onkaparinga.]

People of South Australia were at first informed of this mystery in “The Advertiser”, for Tuesday the 12th November 1912, on page 10, which stated that “Sergeant Mack, of the city police barracks, on Monday received a telephone message from Mounted-Constable Jones, of Morphett Vale, stating that a man, whose name is unknown, had been found dead on the Sea View Estate; Noarlunga, on Sunday, with his throat cut. A razor case was discovered near the body, but no razor could be seen. The police furnished the following description of the deceased - Age about 27 years, clean shaven, with dark hair, dressed in a blue serge coat and trousers, with grey tweed vest and cap, with greenish stripes in material. On the body was found a cigarette packet, with "J Thomson, Bonsdy-road, N.Z," written on it in lead pencil. The body was removed to the Morphett Vale police-station, where it awaits identification.”

It was to receive a lot more attention as the days went past, even to the stage where it was discussed in the Legislative Council of the South Australian  Parliament on December the 4th the same year.
Two Mysterious Memorials in the West Terrace Cemetery
In the West Terrace Cemetery can be seen two bronze plaques, acquired from the American Veterans Administration in Washington D.C. and erected in the Pioneer Section of West Terrace Cemetery, in commemoration of their service to the United States.
 The two plaques commemorate Frederick O. G. Fincke and  James Burridge. 

Why were two plaques acquired from the American Veterans Administration in Washington?  These two men were buried in an Adelaide Cemetery, a long way from the United States of America. 
Both men were veterans of the American Civil War, and had migrated to South Australia. Frederick Fincke was a Mate on the USS “Cayuga”, and James Burridge was a Private in the 12th U. S. Infantry. Fincke, born in the U. S. A.,  passed away on the 29th of September 1893. Burridge, born in the U. K., passed away on the 29th of July, 1925. Both died in Adelaide. 
 THE TOWNSHIP OF MITCHAM 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE REGISTER.

Sir — Villages muster near cities in a cluster; this Adelaide of ours having many such flowers growing up around her, their metropolitan and founder. Where most are so pretty it seems almost a pity to discriminate, and yet as in a family there's a pet, so Sir, throughout those circumjacent suppose a tourist took a run, infallibly the one most likely to betwitch him would be the township of Mitcham. First of all, the church, like an eagle on its perch, or a ' bright particular star,' shines conspicuous from afar. All along the Unley road you see this fair abode; a sort of hallowed guide to each Mitchamite's fireside; a beautiful building, which (like tracery or gilding) adorns and commands the sweet spot on which it stands. The conveyance from town stops, and you are set down at the Brownhill Creek Inn, neat without and snug within. And now look around you. Does not the sight astound you? Your old friend the church is close at hand on its perch. Mark those villas on the slope, and then don't take a rope — but unenvious admire them, however much you desire them. Each house a rus-in urbe (you see the city, but it don't disturb ye), with gardens all blooming about them, perfuming the air far and near, lofty hills in the rear, and rich plains before them, with the golden grain waving o'er them. Further on Torrens Park stands secluded 'midst dark peppermints, in whose garden (well worthy of its warden), undisturbed you may rove through a banana grove, magnificent as that (the gift of Academus) where in philosophic chat passed the old Greeks so famous, arguing to tatters unfathomable matters. From hence, Sir, upturn your gaze and you discern the Blythwood Inn, from which an extensive and rich perspective you light on, the sea, Glenelg, Brighton, the Plains, the City too, Yorke's Peninsula (Wallaroo). Past this house runs the road to the Governor's abode when, a truce with affairs of State, he repairs (doubtless with charm) like Cincinnatus, to his farm. Many other fine seats and sequestered re treats lie scattered about, but I cannot, without monopolizing your space the whole of them embrace. So accompanying me now down the slope or the brow of the hill, let us glance at the village par excellence. Here is more bustle, and though folk seldom justle, Mitcham yet grapples with a couple of chapels, a library, store, post-office; nay, more; has also her Bishop (a cordwainer to trade, who manufactures in his shop boots fit for parade). All these, in addition to a skilful physician, and a regular tissue of news in the issue of the Register borne in from town every mornin', render Mitcham a spot of some importance and note. The creek running through it adds salubrity to it. (The villagers pique them selves much on their creek.) On its banks, fresh and green, sundry dwellings are seen, with here and there mansions of greater pretensions. Near it, too, is a fair open space like a square — the village schoolhouse is there. And there, too, assemble for drill (ye foes, tremble!) those maturer in years — the Mitcham volunteers. The scenery at hand being tempting and grand, the fair Mitchamites, with their squires or knights, are wont, on occasions, to make raids or invasions on the gullies and dells, visit waterfalls, wells, or adventurous climb the mountains sublime, in rare picnic parties, of which Mitcham the Mart is. Last of all, tho conveyance which hurls you away hence to town (if your will is not to trudge on your pins, man) is, drawn by two fillies, and the driver's your kinsman! In short, there is not, I am persuaded, a spot, remote or adjoining, more attractions combining than Mitcham — here's pluck to it, and also good luck to it! And the tourist we started with, ere he departed, might with Horace exclaim, as, pronouncing its name, for the last time he eyed it, '”Hie terrarum mihi praeter omnes Angulus ridet!”  I am, Sir, &c, W.A.G.

This letter to the editor was published in the South Australian Register for Monday 17th of June 1861, on page 3.

                                      \\ --- //--//---//--//---\\
On page 3 of the South Australian Register, for Friday 5th April 1850, can be read the following:” We understand it is Mr Moulden's intention to commence a public brewery, and that he has already produced an excellent article, although brewed during the late hot weather. The importation of bottled ales is very large; and as we are told Mr Moulden can match the best in flavour and keeping quality, we shall be very happy to witness such a determined commencement as might promise to reduce, if not altogether render unnecessary, one very expensive article of import.
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 [image: image2.jpg]Good walking shoes, a hat, Water and o The walk rises gently s we progress
snack are necessities. wp the volleys

Please bring any medication youmay need  Please be Prepared for a walk of
approximately o and a half hour's
duration,
There will be first aid available, if  This includes all stops along the walk.
needed.

The Manure Pits are on Brownhill Creek road, just east of the ford.

s we walk along these valleys, we will discover some interesting history
both of the usage and of the settlement of the valleys between 1840 and
1890 - discover some of Mitcham's hidden history.

Please feel free to ask any questions before and while on the walk. If you
need to know more, please send me an email,  irvineth@ozemail.com.au

Look forward to seeing you on the walk on the 6™ of October, at 1.00 pm,
starting from the Manure Pifs.

Closing date for registration is Manday 27" of September
ng P





CORPORATE MEMBER LOGOS
It is with pleasure that we present here the Business Logos of our Corporate Members, namely:

The Edinburgh Hotel & Cellars        Adelaide Expo Hire                       Scotch College

Mitcham Antique Gallery           Dowling City Country             Mitcham Square Newsagency

[image: image22.jpg]Brownhill Creek & Ellison's Gully Walk. Saturday October 6th

Richard Irving, in association with the Mitcham Historical
Saciety Inc. will host an interesting historical walk along
both the valley of Brownhill Creek and Ellison's Gully.
REGISTRATION is necessary, as the walk isan pivate land, with fhe permission of
the awner. Registration i e, and by email o in person, irvineth@ozemal.com.au

ETAILS for the walk are s follows:-

Please meet ot the Manure Pits ot 100 Please bring your Camera.
pm
Tt is on adantge 1o be there carly, a5 There are many scenic views, animals
parking 5 ot premium and plonts worth photograghing
Please come Prepared for an Please come Prepared for a et
inferesting ond very scenicwalk  creck crossing, moderately rough

terrain and a gentle rise along the
woy.
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AGM
“DAM lODMS LADGE”

Tuesday 25% September 2012
At 7.30pm
In the Drawing Room of Scotch College

Come and hear a briefing by Ron Bellchambers, Spokesperson
for the “No Dam in Brownhill Creek Action Group”

AGM formalities will follow our Guest Speaker

Please enjoy complimentary cheese and wine

Contact: Julic Hogan 8338 3238 or 0430 472 262
John Wood 8373 3374 or 0402 781 601
Trish Cosh 0418 829 034
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Invites you to...

The Royal Agricultural & Horticultural
Society Archives Museum Tour

Wednesday November the 14 2012
At 10.30am
Meet at the Adelaide Royal Showgrounds
(Leader Street Entrance)

Peruse through our State’s history with
photographs, artefacts & Minute Books from 1856

Contact: Julic Hogan 8338 3238 or 0430 472 262
Email: julie.a hogan@gmail.com
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Grand Living, Spectacular
Vistas and Early Industry in
The Mount Lofty Region.

Sunday 28t October 2012 Bus departs 9.30
from Mitcham Council Carpark.

Morning Tea at Mount Lofty House, followed
by the history of Stirling and Aldgate, and
lunch at the Bridgewater Inn with a chance to
wine taste at The Mill.

Cost (including morning tea & lunch) $75 for
membets, $85 for non members.

Contact John Wood 8373 3374 or 0402 781601
Email johnwood@adam.com.au
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